This DVD player software is only for use with the


HP OmniBook 900 and HP OmniBook 4150 notebook computers.





NOTE: This software has not been tested on other computers and may perform poorly on them. Processors with an equivalent speed less than that of a 300 MHz Pentium II will usually not perform well.  The picture or the sound may be jerky or have pauses.  This software runs only on the Windows 95 or Windows 98 operating systems; it will not run on Windows NT4.





Installing the DVD Player Software





1. Put the DVD player software CD in the drive.





2. If Autorun is enabled, the install program will start automatically.  If not, click Start, Run, then type "d:\setup" and press Enter.  Substitute the proper drive letter for "d" if the DVD drive is assigned a different letter.





3. Follow the instructions in the install program.





Tips for Best Playback Performance





DVD playback requires more display memory than is usually available.  To make more memory available, the software automatically switches the display to 256-color mode when playback starts.  The software restores the previous color setting when playback stops.





If the display resolution is set to 800x600, the software will have enough display memory for maximum performance and best picture quality.  However, the display resolution may be set to 1024x768 or even higher and the difference may not be noticeable.  Some movies may show an improvement in picture quality at the 800x600 setting.





If there are other programs running, closing them will give the DVD player software more of the computer's available power and often improve the performance.





Make sure the drive module is using DMA.  To check this, go to Start, Settings, Control Panel, System, Device Manager, CDROM, drive properties, and Settings.  Check the DMA box if it is not already checked, then click OK.  The system will have to be restarted for the setting to take effect.





Performance problems have been observed if the drive module is plugged into a docking station rather than the OmniBook.  The video may be jerky or may not play at all.  For best results, the drive should be plugged directly into the OmniBook.





Known Issues of the DVD Player Software





The automatic low battery suspend may be disabled while the player is running.  Be aware of the battery level when watching a movie without the AC adapter.  If the computer stops due to very low battery while playing, it is possible to lose data.





There may be problems if the suspend or hibernate operations are executed while the DVD player software is running.  The video might start over at the beginning, the sound might stop, or the computer might even "lock up".  Close the player before suspending or hibernating.  The automatic suspend and hibernate time-outs are disabled while the software is running.





Under certain other unusual circumstances, it may happen that the player software "locks up".  This has been observed when the DVD is badly damaged or extremely dirty so that the data read by the player is very corrupt.  Pressing Ctrl-Alt-Del may allow the player to shut down and recover.  Rarely, it may be necessary to press Ctrl-Alt-Del twice, or otherwise restart the computer.  This will not happen in normal operation with good DVD's.





"Director's Commentary" or other similar optional versions of some movies may exhibit poor performance.  In particular, the video portion of the movie may become jerky or show pauses.  The normal version of the movie will not have this problem.





When the player runs the first time, the user is asked to set the DVD region.  This setting cannot be changed.  If the install program is run again, the region setting dialog repeats and it appears that the region setting can be changed.  The new setting is actually ignored; the original setting is not changed.  The only way to change the region setting is to rebuild the entire system from the Recovery CD, which reformats the hard disk drive (all data will be lost).  The DVD player software can then be installed and the new region can be selected and set.





"Hot-swap" software from Agate, Inc is included with some models of the OmniBook and can optionally be installed.  When using Windows 98, this software may not function correctly with the DVD drive module.  When the DVD drive is inserted into the OmniBook or docking station, the computer must be restarted in order to properly recognize the DVD drive.  Please check the HP Internet site for a possible upgrade to the "hot-swap" software problem.





Video content other than movies can be created with many different options.  Various players and player software may not be able to handle all the possible options and formats.  Video content should be thoroughly tested on the player or software with which it will be used before mass duplication or other final use.
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